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PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION 
Iowa State University, Agronomy, B.S. 1999 
Kansas State University, Agronomy, M.S. 2002 
Kansas State University, Agronomy, Ph.D. 2007 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
2019-present Professor, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State Univ. 
2013-2019 Associate Professor, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State Univ. 
2007-2013 Assistant Professor, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State Univ. 
2000-2007 Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State Univ. 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
Certified Professional of the American Registry of Certified Professionals in Agronomy Crops and Soils 
(ARCPACS), Soil Scientist (CPSS #57054). 
 
SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES 
Environmental Soil Science Extension, Teaching, and Research Program:  

• Integrated extension and research for agricultural professionals and producers about soil and 
water conservation, soil and residue management, and improving soil condition through 
demonstrations of principles and applied research on cropland.   

• Education for non-agricultural land managers about soil properties, conservation, management 
and water movement through soils in urban and suburban areas, and on disturbed lands such as 
landfills and construction sites.  

• Education for youth from both urban and rural backgrounds about soil conservation and mana 

• Teach university classes on Soil Genesis and Classification, Soil Mineralogy, and Soil Morphology 

• Total extension contacts since May 2007: 947 talks or one-on-one assistance given to 29,325 
people 
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2019. Seasonal effects of cover crops and phosphorus fertilizer management on PLFA and 
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Presley, D.R. 2016. No-Till pumpkin production using cover crops in the Great Plains: Soil Health and Fruit 
Yield. In Annual meetings abstracts, Soil and Water Conservation Society, Ankeny, IA. Oral.  

Presley, D.R. 2016. Effects of flue gas desulfurization gypsum on crop yields and soil health in Kansas. Great 
Plains Soil Fertility Conference. IPNI, Peachtree Corners, GA. 

Presley, D.R., P.J. Tomlinson, C. Rivard, K. Oxley, J. Griffin. 2015. Soil health evaluation in no-till, cover crop, 
pumpkin production systems in the Great Plains. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, 
Madison, WI.  Oral. 

Davis, C., D.R. Presley, J. Farney, G.F. Sassenrath. 2015. Evaluating multi-species cover crops for forage 
production. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  Poster. 

Alghamdi, A, D.R. Presley, M.B. Kirkham, G. M. Hettiarachchi, B. Paul. 2015. Soil physical properties at an 
abandoned mine in Central USA. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  
Poster. 

Scarpace, M., M.D. Ransom, D.R. Presley, G.J. Kluitenberg, S.A. Wills. 2015. Impact of tillage and long-term 
irrigation on dynamic soil properties and taxonomy in Aridic Argiustolls of Western Kansas. In Annual 
meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  Oral. 

Presley, D.R*. 2015. Growing the next generation of young women scientists: Exciting adventures in soil 
science. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  *Invited oral symposium 
speaker.  

Hsiao, G.F. Sassenrath, C.W. Rice, L.H. Zeglin, G.M. Hettiarachchi, and D.R. Presley. 2015. Soil microbial activity 
with depth in claypan soils of southeast Kansas. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, 
Madison, WI.  Poster. 

He, Yuxin, D.R. Presley, and J. Tatarko. 2015. Evaluating liquid fertilizer to increase wheat straw decomposition 
in no-till systems – A physical evaluation. In abstracts of the 20th International Soil Tillage Research 
Organization Conference, Nanjing, China.  

He, Yuxin, H. Blanco, J. Tatarko, and D.R. Presley. 2015. Soil wind erosion due to crop residue removal 
under no-till system in central Great Plains, USA. In abstracts of the 20th International Soil Tillage 
Research Organization Conference, Nanjing, China. 

He, Yuxin, H. Blanco, J. Tatarko, and D.R. Presley. 2014.  Using SWEEP to simulate soil wind erosion under 



different crop residue removal levels. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  
Oral. 

He, Yuxin, D.R. Presley, and J. Tatarko. 2014. Evaluation of physical strength of wheat straw under different 
fertilizer treatments and rates. In Annual meetings abstracts, ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  Oral. 

Presley, D.R. and Y. He. 2014. Using N and S fertilizer to decompose crop residue: Does it work? In 
Annual meetings abstracts, Soil and Water Conservation Society, Ankeny, IA. Poster 

He, Yuxin, D.R. Presley, and J. Tatarko. 2013. Effects of nitrogen and sulfur rates and timing on the 
decomposition of wheat straw. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM].  ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, 
Madison, WI.  Poster. 

He, Yuxin, H. Blanco, J. Tatarko, and D. R. Presley. Two-year on-farm study of crop residue removal on soil 
erodibility. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM].  ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.  Poster. 

Busch, Michelle, and D.R. Presley. 2013. Cedar afforestation of prairie alters soil properties on a decadal time 
scale. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM].  ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Kenney, I., H. Blanco-Canqui, D.R. Presley, C. Rice, N. Nelson, B. Olson, and K. Janssen.  2011.  Short-term 
effects of corn stover removal for bioenergy production on soil properties: A regional assessment.  In 
Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Evers, B., H. Blanco, J. Tatarko, S. Staggenborg, K. Harmoney, G. Kluitenberg, and D.R. Presley.  2011.  Wind 
erodibility and soil physical property effects of dedicated energy crops for cellulosic ethanol production 
in Kansas.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Frees, L., H. Blanco, K. Roozeboom, J. Holman, D.R. Presley, and G. Cramer. 2011.  Cover crop activities in 
Kansas. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Evers, B., H. Blanco, S. Staggenborg, K. Harmoney, G. Kluitenberg, and D.R. Presley.  2011.  Water use and 
conservation under bioenergy crops in the Central Great Plains.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-
ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Harms, A., D.R. Presley, G. Hettatiarachchi, and S.J. Thien.  Needs assessment survey of urban gardeners and 
farmers on soil contamination.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, 
WI. Poster. 

Harms, A., S.J. Thien, D.R. Presley, and G. Hettiarachchi.  2011.  Meeting the educational needs of today’s 
Agronomy students at Kansas State University.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and 
SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

 Whitehair, T., D.R. Presley, K.L. Martin, L.R. Stone, and C.R. Little.  2011.  Vertical tillage effects on corn yield, 
disease and pathogens, and soil properties.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and 
SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster.  

Ihde, N.A., D. R. Presley, J.Tatarko, and L.R. Stone.  2010.  Implications for harvesting corn residue for 
energy feedstocks in southwest Kansas on soil quality and wind erosion.  In Annual meetings 
abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Oral presentation.  

Kenney, I., H. Blanco-Canqui, D.R. Presley, C. Rice, N. Nelson, B. Olson, and K. Janssen.  2010.  Short-term 
effects of corn stover removal for cellulosic ethanol production on soils properties: A regional 
assessment.   In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Oral 
presentation. 

Kenney, I., H. Blanco-Canqui, D.R. Presley, C. Rice, N. Nelson, B. Olson, and K. Janssen.  2010.  Water 
quality effects of crop residue removal for cellulosic ethanol production.  In Annual meetings 
abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Kenney, I., H. Blanco-Canqui, D.R. Presley, C. Rice, N. Nelson, B. Olson, and K. Janssen.  2010.  Water 
quality effects of crop residue removal for cellulosic ethanol production.  In Meeting abstracts [CD-
ROM]. 19th World Congress of Soil Science.  Poster.   

Hettiarachchi, G., S. Martin, A. Raes, C. Attanayake, P. Defoe, D.R. Presley, and G.M. Pierzynski.  2010. 
Gardening on Brownfields Sites: Evaluating Trace Element Transfer from Soil to Plants and Their 



Transformations in Soils.  In Meeting abstracts [CD-ROM]. 19th World Congress of Soil Science.  
Poster.   

Holman, J., S. Maxwell, A. Dille, K. Roozeboom, K. Martin, D.R. Presley, A. Schlegel, J. Petrosino, and K. 
Arnet. 2010. Evaluation of annual cover crops for forage yield in a wheat-fallow rotation. p 45-49. 
Proceedings of 7th annual Cover your acres winter conference. Oberlin, KS. 

Hartley, P.E., M.D. Ransom, D.R. Presley, and LT. West.  2009.  Genesis, mineralogy, and 
micromorphology of vertic soils in southeastern Kansas.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. 
ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Ihde, N.A., D.R. Presley, J. Tatarko, and L.R. Stone. 2009. Wind erodibility, soil moisture, and freeze-thaw 
frequency: Implications of harvesting corn residue for energy feedstock in southwest Kansas. In 
Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Janke, R.R., and D.R. Presley. Food waste composting. Kansas State University Conference on 
Sustainability. January 23, 2009. Poster. 

Cruz, D., L.W. Noll, D.R. Presley, P.V.V. Prasad, K. Roozeboom, K., and C.R. Little, Influence of soils, 
nutrition, and water relations upon charcoal rot incidence and severity in Kansas. Kansas Soybean 
Expo, Topeka, Kansas. January 7, 2009. Poster. 

Presley, D.R., and P.E. Hartley. 2008. Information that infiltrated: A sprinkling of extension soil science 
presentations. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Oral. 

Ihde, N.A., D.R. Presley, and R. Nelson. Development of a research plan to assess impacts of crop residue 
harvest for biofuel production on multiple ecosystem services. Sustainability of Biofuels Production 
and Processing in the Central Plains, Manhattan, Kansas.  September 16, 2008. Poster. 

Presley, D.R., M.D. Ransom, and P.E. Hartley. 2007. Mineralogy and stratigraphy of polygenetic soils on 
different geomorphic surfaces of the Bluestem Hills of Kansas. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-
ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. Poster. 

Presley, D. R., M.D. Ransom, and W.A. Wehmueller.  2006.  Genesis and distribution of upland soils and 
paleosols in east central Kansas.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, 
Madison, WI. 

Presley, D.R., M.D. Ransom, and W.A. Wehmueller. 2006. Geomorphology and Parent Material 
Relationships: Refining Second Order Soil Surveys in Kansas Using GIS and Terrain Analysis. In: 
Abstracts of the 18th World Congress of Soil Science, July 9-15, 2006, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
CD-ROM.  

Presley, D.R., M.D. Ransom, and W.A. Wehmueller.  2005.  Micromorphological investigations of 
polygenetic soils formed under tallgrass prairie in the Bluestem Hills of Kansas.  In Annual meetings 
abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. 

Ricks, D.K., M.D. Ransom, and P.R. Finnell.  2002.  Effects of thirty years of irrigation on the properties of 
semi-arid soils in Kansas.   In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, 
WI. 

Shroyer, J., J. Foltz, J. Wood, C. Bensch, K. McVay, D. Ricks, J. Schmidt, J. Tatarko. 2001. Kids’ Virtual Field 
Day.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. 

Ricks, D.K., M.D. Ransom, L.R. Stone, and P.R. Finnell.  2001. Morphological changes of Kansas soils 
under long-term irrigation.  In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, 
Madison, WI. 

Ricks, D.K., L. Burras, M.E. Konen, and A.J. Bolender. 1997.  Genesis and morphology of Mima mounds 
and associated soils at Kalsow Prairie, Iowa. In Annual meetings abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, 
and SSSA, Madison, WI. 

 
GRADUATE STUDENTS ADVISED (8 graduated, 3 in progress) 
Nicholas Ihde   MS  Agronomy  Spring 2011 



Ashley Harms  MS  Agronomy  Fall 2011 
Ian Kenney  MS  Agronomy  Fall 2011 
Anthony Whitehair M.S.  Agronomy  Fall 2014 
Yuxin He  Ph.D.  Agronomy  Spring 2015 
Abdulaziz Alghamdi Ph.D.  Agronomy  Fall 2016 
Cathryn Davis  M.S.  Agronomy  Fall 2016 
Savanna Crossman M.S.  Agronomy  Fall 2019 
Alexis Correira  Ph.D.  Agronomy  Expected Spring 2025 
Kendra Stahl  M.S.  Agronomy  Expected Spring 2023 
Adam Petty  M.S.  Agronomy  Expected Spring 2024 
 
UNDERGRADUATES ADVISED FOR RESEARCH PROJECTS OR MENTORSHIPS (9) 
Griffin Wood-Smith REEU UG, Univ. California, Chico    Summer 2022 
Vincent Otchere KSRE Fellows UG, K-State    Summer 2022 
Sydney Baughman Kansas State University Honors Program advisor  Spring 2022 
Abby Evans  Research Experience UG, South Dakota State  Summer 2014 
Alexis Lorence  Research Experience UG, Univ. Nebraska-Lincoln Summer 2017 
Lauren Simmons Research Experience UG, K-State, AGRON 598  Summer 2017 
Michelle Busch  KSU College of Ag Honors Program advisor  Fall 2013 
Sarah Kogler  Golden Opportunity Mentee U. WI-Stevens Point Fall 2013 
Jenna Platt  Research Experience UG, Auburn   Summer 2012 
 
AWARDS (14) 

• Soil and Water Conservation Society, Fellow, 2022. 

• Extension Education Community Educational Materials Excellence Award, Short Publication 
Category, 2022. 

• Soil Science Society of America Editor’s Citation for Excellence Award for Outstanding Service – 
Associate Editor, 2021. 

• USDA Under Secretary’s Award for the Grazing CAP research project, team member, 2019. 

• Kansas State University Faculty Senate Professor of the Week Award recipient, 2017-2018. 

• Extension Education Community Educational Materials Excellence Award, Social Media 
Category, 2017. 

• College of Agriculture Teaching Excellence Honoree, 2016-2017.  

• Extension Education Community Educational Materials Excellence Award, Publications <16 
pages category, 2016. 

• Extension Education Community Educational Materials Excellence Award, Publications >16 
pages category, 2015. 

• Kansas State University Gamma Sigma Delta Chapter, Excellence in Extension Award, 2016. 

• Young Scholar Award, Soil and Water Management and Conservation Division, SSSA, 2014.  

• Environmental Protection Agency, Food Recovery Challenge Achievement Award, 2013. 

• Early Career Award, Epsilon Sigma Phi, KSU Chapter, 2013.  

• Early Career Award, Eta Chapter, Gamma Sigma Delta, 2011. 
 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/ACTIVITY 

• Invited presentation: Evaluating soil heatlh, soil water, and crop yield effects of cover crops in 
no-till on-farm experiments in Kansas and the Great Plains. 2019.  In Abstracts of the First 
International Cover Crops Conference, Lanzhou, China. 125 attendees. 



• Member of the International Soil Tillage Research Organization. Volunteered research at the 
triennial conferences in 2012, (Montevideo, Uruguay), 2015 (Nanjing, China) and 2018 (Paris, 
France). 

• Member of team funded by USDA-Foreign Agricultural Service and the Chinese Ministry of 
Agriculture to explore opportunities for collaboration on the subject of: Adjusting agricultural 
practices in response to climate change-Climate resilient agriculture. USDA-Foreign Agricultural 
Service. August-September 2017. 

• Invited presentation to eastern European producers at the Seventh International Conference on 
Conservation Agriculture in Ukraine in June 2009. 

 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

• Represent Kansas on the North Central Coordination Committee (NCCC211): Cover crops to improve 
agricultural sustainability and environmental quality in the upper Midwest. Member 2015-present. 
Chair, 2018. 

• Represent Kansas on the North Central Regional Research committee (NC1178): Impacts of Crop 
Residue Removal for Biofuel on Soils. Member 2013-present. Chair, 2014. 

• Board Member, Midwest Cover Crops Council, 2016-present. 

• App development committee, 2017 

• Cover crop recipe committee, 2018 

• Soil Science Society of America, Member (2002-present) 

• Soil and Water Management and Conservation section, Best Paper committee (2012-2016). 

• Chair of the Nyle C. Brady Frontiers of Soil Science lectureship committee, 2013, 2014, 
continued as a committee member in 2015. 

• Soil and Water Management and Conservation Section Scholarship Selection Committee 
member (2018-2021). 

• Associate Editor, Soil Science Society of American Journal, 2017-2022. 

• Chair, Geomorphology committee (2012) 

• American Society of Agronomy, Member 2010-present) 

• American Society of Agronomy Extension Education Community leader (2015) 

• American Society of Agronomy Gypsum Community vice-leader (2017), presiding (2018). 

• Member, Carl Sprengel Agronomic Research Award Committee (2015-2016, 2018-present) 

• Member, Darrel S. Metcalfe Student Journalism Contest Committee (2020-present). 

• Panelist, Graduate Student Leadership Conf., American Society of Agronomy (2017). 

• Soil and Water Conservation Society, Member (1999-present) 

• Chair, Annual Conf. Planning Committee, Soil and Water Conservation Society (2016-2017). 

• Reviewed manuscripts for the following journals: Soil Science Society of America Journal, Agronomy 
Journal, J. Soil Water Conservation Society, Soil Science, Soil and Tillage Research, Canadian Journal 
of Soil Science, Land Degradation and Development, Transactions of the American Society of 
Agricultural and Biological Engineers, Crop, Forage, and Turfgrass Management, Soil Research, PLOS 
One, Soil Use and Management, Pedosphere, and Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science. 

• Reviewed grant applications 

• South Dakota Nutrient Research and Education Council (2018, 2021, 2022) 

• Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Partnership Grant (2018)  

• Panel reviewer for USDA-AFRI Agricultural Economics and Rural Communities Small, 
Medium Sized Farms program in July 2011.   

• Panel reviewer for USDA-NIFA AFRI - Bioenergy, Natural Resources, and Environment 
(BNRE) Foundational and Applied Science Program: A1401 Soil Health grant program, July 



2021, again November 2022. 

• Member of the Kansas 2nd Congressional District Core Constituent Scientists Team for the Soil 
Science Society of America, 2009-2012.  
 

 


